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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT:

Growth, development and reflection are essential elements for
us as individuals and for us as an organization. This year has
brought much reflection as we prepare to look back at our past
and as we celebrate and plan for the future.

We continue to ask ourselves how are we engaging the
community at large? How are we reaching audiences who have
traditionally not had a seat at the table? How are we involving
families, individuals and our partners in innovative ways?

How are we living our mission each day, in every program and
exhibit, in every interaction inside of our building and across the
state? And how are we truly performing the work of being your
Science Center of lowa?

There are simple ways to answer that question, but we continue
to challenge ourselves to dig deeper. In this past year alone,

we have added exhibits and programs that inspire individuals
across the lifespan. You will see examples of that impact
throughout this report.

This is critical, and we hope that can continue to support us

in our journey to be the best SCI we can be for you, for your
neighbors, for your community and state. Thank you for all of
the ways you allow us into your lives and challenge us to dig
deeper. This is where the real work begins, and we are honored
that after 48 years, we can continue to do this together.

Curt Simmons
President & CEO
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SCI 101—DID YOU KNOW?

0 U R M |SS|0 N: To engage and inspire lowans along their journey of lifelong science learning.

The Science Center of lowa is a 501(c)(3) entity. We are independent, operating solely from

501(C) (3) money raised and earned on our behalf.

We are the Science Center of lowa. In addition to welcoming visitors from all 99 counties and
beyond, our outreach and professional development programs take STEM learning on the road,
reaching tens of thousands of lowans each year.

/ ~\ As a private, nonprofit organization, we rely on the donations of private individuals, companies
* and foundations to be able to achieve our mission and serve more than 300,000 individuals
%

from across the state and country. Thank you for your support!

HERE'S HOW WE DO WHAT WE DO:

OPERATING REVENUE & SUPPORT OPERATING EXPENSES
5% Administration — S GG
17% Admission Fees — 11% Communications
& Marketing

9% Donations — 1% Development — -
8% Government & Grants — - 9% Retail Operations —

6% In-Kind —
3% Investment Income — G
9% Membership —

9% Preschool — -

68% Visitor Experience —
18% Retail Operations —

21% School Groups & Education —
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YOUR SUPPORT

MAKES AN IMPACT




VARIETY: HELPING INSTILL WONDER &

JOY IN ALL CHILDREN

Variety — The Children’s Charity has been a fierce
advocate for underprivileged, at-risk and special needs
children throughout the state since its inception. We are
honored to partner with them on our monthly Sensory-
Friendly Hours to better serve children and families and
allow them to access SCI in a special way.

Sensory-Friendly Hours provide families and individuals
exclusive, private access to SCI before we open, so that
they are able to experience the wonder and joy in a
positive manner. SCI staff adjust the environment, sound
is reduced and attendance is limited. Sensory Backpacks,
containing noise-reducing headphones, sunglasses,
weighted blankets/stuffed animals and fidget materials,
will be added in FY18-19.

variet

the children's charity

Additionally, we recently made an exciting new modification to our memberships. For families that include
children with special needs, we now offer a level of membership that allows better access for caregivers or aides.
By reducing barriers for children and families to access SCI, we are trying to ensure that all children have the
opportunity to be wowed and inspired by science!
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FLINT HILLS: ENGAGING GIRLS

IN STEM & BEYOND

Flint Hills Resources and the Science Center of lowa began their partnership in 2013, when Flint Hills first sponsored
tables at the Girls in Science “Meals with Mentors” dinner.

We are grateful that this partnership has grown over the last six years to encompass other Girls in Science initiatives.
The Girls in Science Festival, sponsored by Flint Hills, provides workshops and opportunities for girls to engage with
other female STEM professionals and learn what a job in a STEM career may look like. (Here’s a secret... It is greater
than you could ever imagine!)

Flint Hills has been critical to maintaining many of our
Girls in Science programs, but the partnership now
encompasses much more. A Flint Hills Resources staff
member was named 2015 Girls in Science Scientist of the FLINT HILLS
Year, and with their staff volunteering more than 840 hours
at the SCI, they have inspired countless girls in their
journey of lifelong science learning.

res ources®
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KEMIN: INSPIRING THE MAKER IN ALL OF US

To say we are grateful for the relationships we have maintained over the last 50 years is an understatement. Kemin
Industries is one example of a relationship that allows for our ongoing success and growth.

“As a company founded in science
and innovation, Kemin greatly values
the presence and impact the Science
Center of lowa creates. Kemin is a
proud supporter of SCI and the work
it does to empower the community,
especially youth, to be engaged and
excited about science. The Make@SCl
initiative is a perfect example of how

SCI brings science to life.”

Dr. Chris Nelson, President and
CEO of Kemin Industries

If you have visited SCI over the past year, it is
impossible to ignore the buzz of “making.” Visitors
of all ages are thinking creatively and learning new
skills as part of this movement that encourages
tinkering, building, experimenting and collaborating.
We like to say that “it’s more than an exhibit...

it’s a mindset.” Summer programming culminates
each year with the Des Moines Mini Maker Faire,

a celebration of this movement and mindset. 2018
marked our fifth and largest Maker Faire, with more
than 3,200 visitors engaged in making firsthand.
We are proud of how this initiative, with generous
support from Kemin, has helped visitors foster their
natural curiosity and become active participants in
their learning process.

KEMIN: INSPIRING THE MAKER IN ALL OF US




MICROSOFT: CREATING INNOVATORS

Since opening our building downtown, much
has changed in the world around us — both
right outside our doors and across the globe.
We are striving not only to adapt our physical
space to such changes, but also to adapt our
programming and approach as well. A huge step
in this direction came in 2018, when we were
awarded funds from Microsoft to build a

new Innovation Lab. This will be a space

with hands-on technology that ignites the
imagination, sparks an innovative, collaborative
spirit and inspires the maker, inventor, tinkerer
=2 and designer in all ages.

We know that today, more than ever, innovation is imperative. Developing skills, knowledge and understanding

to uncover the innovator in everyone is at the heart of what we do. The SCI Innovation Lab will be a space where
technology is available to teachers, community partners, visitors and the general public. Workshops will focus on
exploring new tools and technologies, while allowing participants to experience the design cycle in a safe, supportive
environment. We also will offer tech camps for youth and Tiny Tinkerers programs for our youngest SCI aficionados.

It is through this partnership that SCI continues to build into
the future, cultivating 21st Century Skills, supporting
workforce development and economic vitality and seeding

creativity, innovation and entrepreneurialism for our more . M = ft
than 300,000 visitors each year. . Ic roso
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EQUITY & INCLUSION AT SCI

Supporting diversity, promoting inclusion, increasing access and achieving equity are all important components of the
work we are doing at SCI. Everyone deserves the opportunity to be inspired by science, and because of this belief,
we have become part of the iPage Program at the Science Museum of Minnesota. iPage is a leadership program for
informal STEM institution professionals from across the United States, and it is designed to help leaders bring about
meaningful and lasting institutional change. This transformative program has been developed and refined through
multiple awards from the National Science Foundation.

As you will read in a few pages, Kim

and Jean Austen have been pioneers of
promoting equity and access at SCI and

have championed this effort for many years
through their establishment of an accessibility
fund for school children across the state.

Like the Austens, many other individuals

and organizations see the value in providing
access to SCI for little learners. The Judith
Lindquist Fund through the Community
Foundation of Greater Des Moines provides
funding for underserved, low income children
in greater Des Moines.

While we may have been on this journey for a while now, with the addition of the iPage program, we are excited to see
the impact of where we can go!

EQUITY & INCLUSION AT SCI




CONTRIBUTIONS

000000000000000




SPONSORSHIPS & GRANTS

The following contributions were made through generous support of specific projects, programs and films at the Science Center of lowa
and Blank IMAX Dome Theater between October 1, 2017, and September 30, 2018.

$50,000 and above

MEvc O

INSURANCE JOHN DEERE

Microsoft

ENERGY Nationwide’

OBSESSIVELY, RELENTLESSLY AT YOUR SERVICE«

Vé MidAmerican

$25,000 - $49,999
ZRIDGESTONE @ CORTEVA FAREWAY

TRUST FUND agriscience BN VIEAT & GROCERY HEN

FLINT HILLS Judith A. Lindquist o e -
resourcess Scholarship Fund Q PrInCIPal

$10,000 - $24,999

Jean & W.
Kim Austen

@. Meier Bernstein
Foundation

% WELLS

MONSANTO (3| variety. e

the children's charity

$1,000 - $9,999 PUBLIC SUPPORT

SCl works to engage a wide community audience to develop meaningful partnerships and new
Alliant Energy Foundation initiatives that inspire curious minds of all ages. Partnerships and sponsorships from the following
Bank of America Merrill Lynch organizations help SCI engage and inspire lifelong learning in all of us.
Hubbell Apartment Living

- IOWA DEPARTMENT OF n
lowa Economic Development Authority (IA Tourism Grant) Y \ I ‘ L
La Quercia /-
GREATER DES MOINES ot

MacGillivray Freeman Films Educational Foundation POLK COUNTY

National Society Daughters of American Revolution BRAVO Greater Des Moines Fund: e

Twin Cities PBS (SciGirls tpt) The following local governments committed a portion of their hotel/motel tax in FY 17-18:
US Bank  Altoona o Carlisle ® Grimes * Norwalk ¢ Polk County o \West Des Moines
West Bancorporation Foundation © Ankeny e Clive e |ndianola  Pleasant Hill e Urbandale e Windsor Heights
e Bondurant ® Des Moines e Johnston  Polk City * Waukee
IN KIND
Atlantic Bottling Company Kris Shay
European Motorcars Sparboe Companies
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ANNUAL & OTHER CONTRIBUTORS

With sincere appreciation, the Science Center of lowa acknowledges the extraordinary support of all our donors. Your gifts enable us to engage
and inspire through programming, exhibits, events and so much more. Thank you for making this possible. We make every effort to acknowledge our
donors appropriately. If we have made an error, please contact the Development Office at 515-274-6868 ext. 223 or development@sciowa.org.

$25,000 - $49,999
The Fred Maytag Family Foundation
Windsor Charitable Foundation

$10,000 - $24,999

Denny and Candy Elwell Foundation
Virginia and Nixon Lauridsen

The Meredith Corporation Foundation

$5,000 - $9,999
Nancy and Bill Ambrose
Charlotte & William Hinson
Charitable Foundation
Gabus Automotive Group
Cheryl and Michael Giudicessi
Sara and Steve Marquardt
Linda and Christopher Nelson

$2,500 — $4,999

Lisa and Mike Banker

Barbara Beatty

Doug Fick

Andrea and Jim Gordon

Henry G. & Norma A. Peterson
Charitable Trust

John R. & Zelda Z. Grubb
Charitable Foundation

Robert L. & Ruth E. Wiese Trust

Kathi and Larry Zimpleman

$1,000 - $2,499
Beasley Family Foundation Inc.
Barb and Steve Cappaert

The Coons Foundation

EFCO Corporation

Essex Meadows Inc.

Allison and Jim Fleming

Barb and Dan Hoy

lowa Engineering Society -
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Central lowa Chapter
Frederick C. James
Deborah and Richard McConnell
Pauline and Bill Niebur
Heather and Doug Olson
Jill and Mark Oman
James Piros and Ruth Wright-Piros
Christine and Rob Sand
Scheels
Karen Shaff and Steven Jayne
Curt Simmons and Cat Morris
Jacob Sramek
Michele and John Stevens
Amy and John Teeple
Fred Weitz
Connie Wimer and Frank Fogarty
Harvey W. Zehr Jr.

Up to $1,000

Amanda Acton

Mary Alice and Gary Amerman
Elizabeth and Bob Angelici
Anonymous Donor

Marilyn and Chris Baszczynski
Sharon and Bill Bauer

Amanda Baugh

Belin McCormick Attorneys at Law
Emily Berrier

Dody Boat

Margaret Brennan

J.C. (Buz) Brenton and Sue Rutledge Brenton
Karen Casten

Kimberly and Roger Ceilley

Mark Clark

Sandra and Walter Clark

Terri Combs and Tom Swartwood
Christine and Brendan Comito
Margaret-Ann and Joseph Comito
Janice Dickinson

Judy P. Dietrich

Michael Disbro

William J. Dyche

Barbara and Ronald Eckoff
Leisa and Bennett Ely
Endow lowa Fund

Kari and Danny Engesser
Mary Alice Epperly

Eurofins

Evelyn C. Fisher

John Fisher and Jann Freed
Ann and Stephen Forney
Ric Frambach

Angela and Thaddeus Franklin
William Friedman Jr.

Dr. Sarah Garst

Waldo F. Geiger

Ann and Michael Gersie
Joan Ghrist

Jean and Craig Gifford
Marcene E. Grant

David Greteman

Alina Gubina

Caleb Harrelson

John Hartung

Sarah and James Hayes
Sandra and James Henry
Trudie and Hal Higgs

Brian Holmes

Home State Bank Charitable Foundation
Bob Hornbrook

Karen and Laurence Hutzell
INFRA Resolutions

Joann B. Jensen

Jaina and Charles Johnson
Lucile and Russ Johnson
Lisa and John Kenworthy
Kellan Kershner

Christine and Alexander King



Pamela and Michael Kulik
Dylan Lampe

Isaac Larson

Angela and Jamie Lawler
Elizabeth and Robert Lee
Kate Lehmann

The Lint Companies

Steve Locher and Sarah Crane
Patricia and James Luhrs
Mary L. Lynch

Robert L. Maddox, I
Anthony Manderscheid
Mary and Brandon McBride

Mark McCormick

Laurence Anne and Clark McFerren
Cheryl and James Middendorf
Cheryl and Mickey Miller

Daniel Miller and Diane Graham
Polly V. Moore

Mary and Matthew Mouw
Robert P. Muenchrath

Tracy and Bob Mullen

Mary Lou and Gerry Neugent
Keely Newton

Beverly and Daniel Ohman
Mary and John Pappajohn

IMPACT SPOTLIGHT: KIRKSVILLE GIRLS

Two years ago, a small group of girls from
Kirksville, MO, discovered the Science Center
of lowa’s Girls in Science Initiative. Being close
enough to Des Moines to pick an event here
and there to attend, they jointly, with their Girls
Code Club teacher, Betsy, settled on our annual
Meals with Mentors event. Meals with Mentors
is a special night held each fall, which brings
together girls in grades 7-12, young women studying for STEM careers and
working professionals. Women and girls are able to connect over dinner and
learn about each other’s journey. We know that mentors make a huge impact
in helping females gain the confidence to pursue their dreams, and this event
aims to bridge that gap between dream and reality, ambition and actualization.

So, Betsy and the girls worked hard to raise funds to make the trip happen.
While Meals with Mentors is free to all participants, they still needed funding
for transportation and lodging. Not only was this night an opportunity to learn
more about a future in STEM and connect to those that had traveled the path
before, this also was the first time many of the girls had ever stayed in a hotel,
ever been to a museum or had ever left their hometowns.

Why go through all that work? SCI was offering something invaluable... Back
in northern Missouri, there aren’t many women in STEM careers that the
girls can look up to, from whom they can ask real questions and seek advice.
While there are women professionals in education back home, participating
in Meals with Mentors allowed them the understanding that they, too, could
be scientists, engineers and architects. Through networking at the event

and participating in the program, they were able to see representations of
themselves in these careers and had the unique opportunity to reflect on who
they are and who they would like to become.

Holly and Eugene Peterson
Elizabeth and Donald Pink

Molly and Mel Pins

Mary Jo and Robert M. Pomerantz
Florence and Glenn Purnell

Amy and Dan Raedeker

Wendy and Dennis Rains

Donna and Kenneth Reams
Connie and Charles Richardson
Dianne Riley

Jackie and Bill Romp

John Ruan, IV

Clarice and Ron Rubeck

Cindy and Allen Sabbag

Erin and Jeff Sandvig

Joshua J. Sauceda

Claudia and Paul Schickler

John Schmidt and Deb Wiley
Karen and William Schoenenberger
Mary and Sean Sellers

J. Ann Selzer

ServiceMaster By Rice

Jim Shaffer

Anne Slatterly

Gordon Smith

Dr. Marvin Sojka

Anthony Spoerl

Dr. William and Ruth Staplin
Simma and Michael J. Stein

Dr. Andrew R. Stevenson

Storey Kenworthy Company
Mary Stuart and David Yepsen
Sandra Thompson

William L. Tiffany, Jr.

Lloyd Unverferth

Dr. and Mrs. Michael J. Versackas
Laura Higgins and David Walters
Kathleen and James West

Don Willis

Sara Wisdom

Pengli Xu and Chen Huang
Zeke, Felix and Ezra for Californium!

In Memory
Daniel Bartlett

—In memory of Feisal Sayeed
Merron and Albert Hart

—In memory of Mike Austen

Dorothy and Harlan “Bud” Hockenberg

—In memory of Bill Conyers
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Diane and Bruce Janvrin

— In memory of Brice Charles Janvrin

Ann Levine & Bryan McKay

—In memory of Bill Conyers
Cheryl and Mickey Miller

— In memory of Joe Schwanebeck
Nelda Sampel

— In memory of Dick Sampel

In Honor
Bill Conyers
— In honor of Suzanne Conyers
Electrical Engineering & Equipment Co.
—In honor of Gabe Olson
Emily and Jason Oster
— In honor of Jeff Rommel
Cecily Pincsak
—In honor of Matilda Siefert
and Olive Siefert
John Schreurs
— In honor of Michael McBride
Angela Simpson
— In honor of Garrett Simpson
Dr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Woessner
— In honor of Dr. J.F. Woessner
and Nina Woessner
Sarah Zwick-Tapley
— In honor of Phoebe Cox

Matching Funds

AmazonSmile Foundation

Giving Assistant

The Meredith Corporation Foundation

The Wellmark Foundation

Wells Fargo Foundation Educational
Matching Gifts Program

Nursing Nook Donors
Amanda Acton
Stephanie Early
Glenna Frank
Renee Harmon
Sue Jarboe
Jenni Jones
Erin Murphy
Molly Pins
Leanne Powell
Dan Raedeker
Ivy Schuster
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Joey Taylor-Moon
Amy Toth
Karen Wickert

Inkind Donors
Atlantic Bottling
Company
European Motorcars
Hy-Vee (Fleur Drive)
Michael Simpson
Peggy Whitson / NASA
WHO Television

DONOR SPOTLIGHT: KIM AUSTEN

Kim Austen has seen the

evolution of the Science Center

of lowa from a very personal

vantage point. He has been

involved with SCI for about

20 years, serving on the

board of directors TWO times,
including back when SCI was located in Greenwood Park
(in the “old building”).

Kim’s love for SCI and its mission is apparent, especially
when he talks about how his family has grown up with
the science center. Now, a grandfather to three girls,
the programs and services offered have become even
more meaningful and significant. Like many girls, his
granddaughters dream of being princesses — and

that’s alright with him as long as they grow up to

be princess scientists!

Having watched his children (and now grandchildren)
learning about the magic of science at SCI, Kim and his
wife Jean have invested to ensure that all children have
the opportunity to let science capture their minds and
imaginations.

During the recession when schools were cutting money
for field trips, Kim wanted to ensure children would still
have the opportunity to visit SCI. To that end, the Austens
established an annual fund to reduce the cost for school
visits. This fund allows for students, often for the first time,
to be able to experience the Science Center of lowa.

The Austens also support SCI’s Girls in Science Initiative
and early childhood education programs, because they are
passionate about getting all children involved in STEM.

“l love the place!” said Austen. “I am continually amazed
and humbled to see staff reach out to elementary students
across the state, and | am very proud of the work that SCl is
doing, particularly for girls to get engaged in STEM. | never
doubt that SCI is spending resources wisely and using our
dollars to really enhance STEM education around state.”




SCI’S BIG BLAST GALA

Each year, SCI engages more than 320,000 children, school groups and adults in science, technology, engineering and math (STEM) through
interactive exhibits, live programs, IMAX films, special events, classes and camps. SCI’s Annual Fundraising Event and Auction contributes
more than $200,000 to these vast opportunities. Special thanks to Ed Wilson, who served as the 2018 Annual Event Master of Ceremonies.

2018 COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Kari Sauer - Chair
Kelly Shell - Chair
Jamie Bachman
Sara Brown

Ben Bruns

Kate Bruns
Lauren Burt
Andrew Doll
Patrick Finnegan
Robin Johnson
Tara Kammel
Katie Miner

Gabe Olson

Karen Olson

Alex Rich

Elemental Sponsors
Kemin Industries
Nationwide

Presenting Sponsors

Central Bank

Corteva Agribusiness

Eurofins Scientific, Inc.

Hy-Vee, Inc.

lowa State University

John R. & Zelda Z. Grubb
Charitable Fndtn.

MidAmerican Energy

Supporting Sponsors

Kim and Jean Austen

Bankers Trust

Belin McCormick, P.C.

Bratney Companies

Bridgestone Firestone

Mell and Michael Frazier

Fred and Charlotte
Hubbell Foundation

lowa Space Grant Consortium

John Deere

Elizabeth Nelson

Neumann Brothers, Inc.

Trilix

Wells Fargo

West Bank

Sustaining Sponsors

Air-Con Electric LLC

Casey’s

Des Moines University

Farmers Mutual Hail Insurance
Company of lowa

Gislason & Hunter LLP

Cheryl & Michael Giudicessi

Laura Higgins & David Walters

Holmes Murphy & Associates

lowa State Bank

Barb and Bill Keck

Keck Parking

Kum & Go

Mercedes-Benz of Des Moines
Meredith Corporation

Elizabeth and Sheldon Ohringer
Principal

Keaton and Scott Pulver
Scheels

Underwriting Donors
Margo and Don Blumenthal
Harry Bookey and Pamela
Bass-Bookey
Richard Deming
Fred and Sandra Dowie
Kim and Kevin Eidson
Barbara Hirsch-Giller
and Harvey Giller
Tara Kammel
Chris and Linda Nelson
Tom Rice
Claudia and Paul Schickler
ServiceMaster By Rice
Kelly Shell
Gordon Smith
William Tiffany Jr.

Event Partners
Atlantic Bottling Company
— Event Beverage Partner
Marc Bailey
— Event Musician
Boesen The Florist

— Event Floral Partner
Business Publications LLC

— Event Print Media Partner
Christian Printers

— Event Printing Partner
Christiani’s VIP Catering & Events

— Event Decorator and

Catering Partner

Créme Cupcake

— Event Dessert Partner
Adam Curran

— Event Auctioneer
DJ Cosmo

— Event Musician
Doll Distributing LLC

— Event Partner
Great Caterers of lowa

— Event Catering Partner
Hy-Vee on Euclid

— Event Catering Partner
Maharry Photography

— Event Photographer
Noble Vines Wine

— Event Partner
Southern Glazers Wine & Spirits

— Event Partner
WHO-HD 13 Des Moines

— Event TV Partner
Ed Wilson

— Master of Ceremonies
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Auction Donors

1908 Draught House
515 Brewing Company
Alba

Lakisha and Harry Aller
Allspice

American Enterprise Group, Inc.

Americana

Amour

Andy’s Frame Shop
Anytime Fitness Downtown
Art of Nails

Atlantic Bottling

Bank of America
Battleship [OWA Museum
Bed Bath & Beyond
Blank Park Zoo

Blaze Pizza

Boone and Scenic
Valley Railroad
Kate and Ben Bruns

Casey’s General Stores, Inc.

Catch Des Moines

Celestron

City of Des Moines Park
& Recreation

Cody Griffiths LLC

Confluence Brewery

Cookies Food Products

Paula Cordes

Court Avenue Restaurant
& Brewing Company

Jim Covey

Cyclone Sports Properties

Department of Natural
Resources

Des Moines Community
Playhouse
Des Moines Performing Arts
Des Moines Police Department
Des Moines Social Club
Des Moines Symphony
& Academy
Des Moines/Urbandale
Hilton Garden Inn
Doll Distributing
Downtown Farmers’ Market -
Downtown Community
Alliance
DR. PHIL
Drake University Athletics
Drury Hotels Company LLC
East Village Spa
eden

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT: DAGNEY PASKACH

Dagney Paskach, a junior at lowa State University
currently studying Industrial Engineering, grew up
in Ames and first became involved with the Science
Center of lowa through visits with play groups as a
child. Fast-forward to 2012, and Dagney was asked
to help with FIRST LEGO League’s Regional building
competition. Since then, Dagney has racked up
more than 300 volunteer hours (and counting)! It is
here, through her many hours of helping others, that she discovered her passion
for informal STEM learning, which she will continue to pursue through a master’s

program in education.

Through the years, Dagney has continued to be involved at SCI because she shares
its passion for lifelong learning. She appreciates SCI’s drive towards continuous
improvement and loves that every time she volunteers or simply walks around the
exhibits, she learns something new. Dagney stresses that SCI is not only beneficial
for young children to begin their STEM experience, but also for teens and adults to
explore STEM throughout their lives as well. The connections she has made and
experiences she has had at SCI have helped to push her further toward hands-on
STEM education. Volunteering at SCI has taught her that, while it is important to
have a mentor or role model, it is even more important not to fear being the first to
try something. She encourages all SCI visitors and volunteers to find the opportunity
to be involved as much as possible — and to try everything once.

16| scrs BiG BLAST GALA

Embassy Suites Des Moines
Downtown
Sammy Flanagan
and Kyle French
Fridley Theatres
Full Court Press
FunnyBone Comedy
Club Restaurant
Cheryl and Mike Giudicessi
Golf Channel
Grand Lux Café
Greater Des Moines
Music Coalition
Laura Higgins
High Life Lounge / El Bait Shop
Hilton Omaha
Hotel Grinnell
Hoyt Sherman Place
Hy-Vee Fourth & Court
lowa Barnstormers
lowa Beef Industry Council
lowa Cubs
lowa Culinary Institute - DMACC
lowa Prison Industries
lowa State Center
lowa State Fair Blue
Ribbon Foundation
lowa Wild
Isabel Bloom
John G. Shedd Aquarium
Judd’s Hill Winery
Tara Kammel
Kansas City Royals
Mary Ellen Kimball
Kirke Financial Services
Kitchen Collage
La Mie Bakery & Restaurant
Laserwash-of-lowa
Lauritzen Gardens
Lifeline Theatre
Living History Farms
Majestic Limousine
Mars Café
Judy Miller
Suzanne Mineck
Minnesota Twins Baseball Club
Miracle Springs Resort & Spa
MoMere
MudBum Supply Shack



National Mississippi River
Museum & Aquarium

Nationwide

Karen and Gabe Olson

Painting With A Twist

PakHye Goods

Molly Pins

Principal Charity Classic

Alex Rich

Riverside Casino & Golf Resort

Royal Gorge Rafting &
Zip Line Tours

Salisbury House

Kari Sauer

Scheels

Scratch Cupcakery

Senator Joni Ernst

Kelly Shell

Simpson College

Skin lowa PC

Sky Zone Des Moines

Della Smith

Todd Snell

Splash Seafood Bar and Grill

St. Kilda’s

Stampin’ Up

State Historical Museum of lowa

Svaha, Inc.

Tallgrass Theatre Company

Target

Tech Museum of Innovation

Ted Lare Garden Center

Terrace Hill & Governor
Kim Reynolds

The Durham Museum

The lowa Children’s Museum

The Orleans Hotel &
Casino Las Vegas

The Theatrical Shop

Toad Valley Golf

Wakonda Golf Club

Wal-Mart #1723

Warrior Lanes

Warrior Run FootGolf

West End Salvage

Willie’s Woolies

Kelly and Brian Wirt

WOOD Magazine/Meredith
Corporation

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT: THE HESSELTINE FAMILY

SCI prides itself in being a resource for all
A families, all ages and all different ways of learning
d about science, technology, engineering and
i 4 math (STEM). The Hesseltine Family discovered
that firsthand when they enrolled their daughter,
Mayleigh, in the SCI Preschool after first
‘ homeschooling.

Kristiana always knew she wanted to homeschool her kids. Unfortunately for her,
Mayleigh had other plans! Struggling to keep Mayleigh engaged in learning was
a challenge, and after talking to her good friend, SCI Preschool Director Amber
Forrest, she decided to enroll her oldest daughter at SCI four days a week. Within
the first couple of weeks, Kristiana began to see how much Mayleigh loved
school! She loved to come home and talk about everything she had learned that
day (like when water freezes and then melts) and did “experiments” by filling up
jars and putting them in the fridge. Mayleigh learned to be excited by everyday
activities, such as walking outside and looking at the trees — and what Kristiana
learned was that how her kids learned was as important as what they learned.

Kristiana was able to apply this knowledge as she successfully returned to
homeschooling. She credits this shift in her ability to teach and in her children’s
ability to engage in homeschooling to the resources provided by SCI. She learned
how to make learning fun through experimentation and the ability to witness the
beauty of the world around them.

Now, their family of seven spends time learning both at home and at SCI. Sawyer,
currently enrolled in preschool, can sometimes feel overwhelmed by how much
fun she has at school, but her teachers help her cope with her feelings and focus
her love of nature so that she, too, can find that balance of play and learning.
That, Kristiana says, is the most unique thing about SCI. The teachers care about
each child — what they like, what they don’t like — which is hard even for her as
a mom of five! The impact extends beyond the classroom, as Kristiana has seen
how having her children involved at SCI has shifted how they play at home. The
fluid line between play and learning is something she now knows and works to
help foster on a daily basis.

SCl is a family affair for the Hesseltines. The whole family loves the trips because
there is something fun and educational for every age in every room. SCI’s
commitment to embodying a love of learning starts early, but it doesn’t end at
any age — and the Hesseltines are grateful for that. As a large family, the price of
membership was one they could afford.

SCI'S BIG BLAST GALA
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SCI STAFF

OUR COMMITMENT TO EXCELLENCE:

¢ \We have a positive attitude.

¢ \We embody a shared purpose and mission.

e \We treat others with respect. ¢ \We will be accountable.

e We will exceed participants’ expectations.

OUR CORE VALUES:

Safety — Compassion — Integrity — Innovation

OUR COMMITMENT T0 EXCELLENCE

19




SCIENCE

CENTER
OF IOWA

& BLANK IMAX
DOME THEATER

SCIENCE CENTER OF IOWA | 401 WEST MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. PARKWAY
DES MOINES, IA 50309 | SCIOWA.ORG | 515.274.6868




